
Transcript & Vocabulary for Listening Test #5 

This is listening  test #5. 

Remember that you can find the transcript to the dialogues in today’s listening test as well as the vocabulary 
from the test on my website www.accelerateenglish.com/podcast  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dialogue #1 

To back out of (something) = to cancel a previous commitment that was made 

• I wanted to go to USA with my friends but I had to back out of it because I didn’t have enough money. 

Something’s come up = an expression that mean something happened recently that was unexpected.  
Usually this means it will somehow affect plans that have been made. 

• I know that I told you I would be there around 2pm but something’s come up so I’ll be a little delayed.  
I expect to arrive around 3pm now. 

To call (something) off = to cancel plans 

• We planned to have an outdoor golf tournament yesterday but we called it off because of the storm. 

To be out of the question = not possible / not an option 

• Where would you like to meet?  Unfortunately, my house is out of the question because it’s currently 
being renovated so there are people inside doing work. 

1st time 

When does the speaker suggest meeting with his friend Kerri? 

Hi Kerri, I’m sorry but I have to back out of our dinner tonight because something’s come up.  I 
hate to call it off, but my dog seems to be having an allergic reaction, so I need to take her to the 
vet tomorrow.  Unfortunately the next few days are out of the question because my dog will 
probably need to recover but perhaps we could try this Friday?  Let me know what you think.  Hope 
to hear from you soon. 

2nd time 

When does the speaker suggest meeting with his friend Kerri? 

Hi Kerri, I’m sorry but I have to back out of our dinner tonight because something’s come up.  I 
hate to call it off, but my dog seems to be having an allergic reaction, so I need to take her to the 
vet tomorrow.  Unfortunately the next few days are out of the question because my dog will 
probably need to recover but perhaps we could try this Friday?  Let me know what you think.  Hope 
to hear from you soon. 

3rd time 

When does the speaker suggest meeting with his friend Kerri? 

Hi Kerri, I’m sorry but I have to back out of our dinner tonight because something’s come up.  I 
hate to call it off, but my dog seems to be having an allergic reaction, so I need to take her to the 
vet tomorrow.  Unfortunately the next few days are out of the question because my dog will 
probably need to recover but perhaps we could try this Friday?  Let me know what you think.  Hope 
to hear from you soon. 

Answer:  Friday, because he has to back out of dinner tonight and the next few days are out of the question.  

http://www.accelerateenglish.com/podcast


Dialogue #2 

To be drawn to something = to be attracted to something 

• I was drawn to the piano from an early age.  My aunt had a piano in her house and I loved to listen to 
her play it.  Now I know how to play it myself. 

To be stunning = to be very impressive 

• The dress that she wore to the party was stunning.  She was the most beautiful person in the room.  

Above all = a phrase to introduce the most important factor to consider 

• It’s important to win the game but above all, you have to respect the rules and play fair. 

To catch your eye = to get your attention 

• A pair of shoes in the store window caught my eye while I was walking past.  I ended up going into the 
store and buying them. 

1st Time 

What does the speaker like the most about the painting? 

This one here is my favourite. I remember first being drawn to it when I saw it in a book about art 
in high school.  The artist’s use of vivid colours is impressive, and the landscape in the 
background is stunning, but above all, it’s the expression of the woman in the painting that really 
catches my eye.  She seems so satisfied with whatever she’s thinking about.   

2nd Time 

What does the speaker like the most about the painting? 

This one here is my favourite. I remember first being drawn to it when I saw it in a book about art 
in high school.  The artist’s use of vivid colours is impressive, and the landscape in the 
background is stunning, but above all, it’s the expression of the woman in the painting that really 
catches my eye.  She seems so satisfied with whatever she’s thinking about.   

3rd Time 

What does the speaker like the most about the painting? 

This one here is my favourite. I remember first being drawn to it when I saw it in a book about art 
in high school.  The artist’s use of vivid colours is impressive, and the landscape in the 
background is stunning, but above all, it’s the expression of the woman in the painting that really 
catches my eye.  She seems so satisfied with whatever she’s thinking about.   

Answer:  above all, the speaker likes the expression of the woman in the painting because it catches his eye.



Dialogue #3 

To take the plunge = to finally do something risky after hesitating to do it 

• I was always nervous about moving to the city but I’m finally taking the plunge.  I bought an 
apartment in the city and I’m moving into it next month. 

To look forward to (something) = to feel positive anticipation or excitement about something in the future 

• My wedding is next week and I’m really looking forward to it.  It will be the best day of my life. 

The way I see it = an expression to introduce your perspective on something 

• Some people think voting in an election is a waste of time, but the way I see it, it’s a citizen’s 
responsibility to vote in order to protect democracy. 

In all honesty = an expression to introduce an honest opinion 

• I know a lot of people love the summer weather but in all honesty, I hate it.  It’s too hot for me. 

1st Time 

Why is the speaker’s worried about traveling abroad? 

I’ve never travelled before but I’m considering finally taking the plunge and doing it for the first 
time this summer.  If you’re wondering why it’s taken me so long, people often assume that I’m 
afraid of flying, but that’s not an issue for me at all.  In fact, I’m quite looking forward to it.  And 
it’s not a fear of being far away from home either, because the way I see it, that’s the whole point 
of traveling!  In all honesty, my main concern is food poisoning.  I know people who have eaten 
the wrong dish abroad only to spend their whole vacation in the bathroom, but I guess that’s just 
a risk you take to travel.  

2nd Time 

Why is the speaker’s worried about traveling abroad? 

I’ve never travelled before but I’m considering finally taking the plunge and doing it for the first 
time this summer.  If you’re wondering why it’s taken me so long, people often assume that I’m 
afraid of flying, but that’s not an issue for me at all.  In fact, I’m quite looking forward to it.  And 
it’s not a fear of being far away from home either, because the way I see it, that’s the whole point 
of traveling!  In all honesty, my main concern is food poisoning.  I know people who have eaten 
the wrong dish abroad only to spend their whole vacation in the bathroom, but I guess that’s just 
a risk you take to travel.  

3rd Time 

Why is the speaker’s worried about traveling abroad? 

I’ve never travelled before but I’m considering finally taking the plunge and doing it for the first 
time this summer.  If you’re wondering why it’s taken me so long, people often assume that I’m 
afraid of flying, but that’s not an issue for me at all.  In fact, I’m quite looking forward to it.  And 
it’s not a fear of being far away from home either, because the way I see it, that’s the whole point 
of traveling!  In all honesty, my main concern is food poisoning.  I know people who have eaten 
the wrong dish abroad only to spend their whole vacation in the bathroom, but I guess that’s just 
a risk you take to travel.  

Answer :  the speaker says that in all honestly, his main concern is food poisoning 

 


